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leaders like Gompers, and of the largest Wall Street mag-
nates on the other side, is a sufficient guaranty of what we
have done/'

Roosevelt's allusion in this letter to his services for the
conservation of natural resources is slight and far from
adequate. The fact is that his services in that field, which
began with his Presidency and continued without a break
to its end, were exceeded in lasting public benefit by none
others of his career. For seven and a half years he used
the vast powers and influence of his office to advance this
cause by stimulating and informing public opinion, by pre-
paring and urging upon Congress fundamental legislation,
and, most of all, by the vigorous and fearless use of execu-
tive powers under the laws. The full story of what he
accomplished is told by him in his * Autobiography/

One of the last acts of Roosevelt as President was in
taking personal direction of proceedings to bring the Sugar
Trust, as the American Sugar Refining Company was
known, to book for fraudulent evasion of duties in the im-
portation of sugar. In 1907 the discovery was made by a
special agent of the customs service that by means of a
spring attachment to the weighing scales of the company
on the wharves where imported sugar was landed, the
figures registered wrere far below the actual weight of the
sugar. A suit was brought by the U. S. District Attorney
of the Eastern New York district against the company's
superintendent of the docks in Brooklyn where the fraud
was perpetrated, but was not successful. At this point
Roosevelt took personal charge of the matter. He had
Henry L. Stimson, the TJ. S. District Attorney of the South-
ern District, appointed a special assistant by the Attorney
General, in order to give him jurisdiction and put him in
charge of the case. Roosevelt selected Mr. Stimson
for the task because as District Attorney he had prose-
cuted the sugar companies for extorting rebates from rail-
way companies and had won his suits, completely breaking
up the practice. As special assistant to the Attorney Gen-